MSBOA All-State Jazz Ensemble Audition Requirements

Winds (10-minute time allowance)

Required Etude - Provided online 2022 -2023
Scales: All Scales must be Memorized
Concert Pitch “Scale Format”
F, Bb, Eb Blues Scales (1 octave)
C, G Be-Bop Scales (1 octave)
d, e, Dorian (1 octave)
Whole Tone Scale (1 octave, student selected starting pitch)
Chromatic Scale (2 octaves, student selected starting pitch)
Sight Reading
Improvisation (recommended)
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” w/ full Rhythm Section
> Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG

Piano (15-minute time allowance)
Required Excerpt - (Right hand melody w/ left hand comp) — Provided online
Unaccompanied Ballad - “Body and Soul”
Students are free to arrange and harmonize as desired. One chorus. Ballad Tempo.
Sight-Reading (Piano part from a standard Big Band arrangement)
Comping
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus piano
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG
Improvisation (required)
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus piano
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG

Guitar/Vibes (10-minute time allowance)
Required Excerpt - Provided online
Sight-Reading - (Guitar/Vibe part from a standard Big Band arrangement)
Comping
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus guitar
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG
Improvisation (required)
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus guitar
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG

Bass (10-minute time allowance)
Bassists may audition on Electric, Acoustic, or both.
While playing both is preferred, musicianship and ability will be the primary criteria.
Required Excerpt - Provided online
Sight-Reading (Bass part from a standard Big Band arrangement)
Comping/Bass Lines
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus bass. Demonstrate a walking bass 4/4 feel.
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG
Improvisation (recommended)
MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb Rhythm Changes” minus bass
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG

Drums (10-minute time allowance)
Required Excerpt - Provided online
Play an unaccompanied improvised solo - under two minutes in length that includes at least three common jazz and Latin styles.
Sight-Reading (Drum part from a standard Big Band arrangement)
Playing Time
Play time (embellishments encouraged) over the 2 choruses on the MSBOA All-State Improv Audition Backing Track “Bb
Rhythm Changes” minus drums. Demonstrate swing feel, including comping on the snare drum and marking the 32 Bar
AABA form.
»  Find/use our specific lead sheet and recordings at WWW.MSBOA.ORG
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